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Useful Contact Numbers

Vicar Revd. Rupert Higgins 939799
20 Alton Road, Bournemouth.BH10 4AE

Parish Secretary Mandy Williams 529349
Parish Office 9am to 11.30am.

e-mail stmarkschurch-talbotvillage@btinternet.com

St Mark's website www.stmarkschurch-talbotvillage.org.uk

Assistant Retired Priest Revd Diana Newman 745136
S.Saviour’s Lay Worship Leader Mr. Jim Divall 512140
Churchwardens Mrs Marion Marks 520840
Mrs Janet Lee 710533
Deputy Church Wardens Mr David Humphreys 527136
Mr David Way 768410
Mr John Gray 511745
Mr David Kellard 382349
Verger Mr Trevor Adamson 511588
Safeguarding Officer Mr Bob Tait 512409
St Mark's Organist Mr Kieran Marshall 570863
Choir Master Mr Paul Simkin
Mothers Union Mrs Valerie Cox 746480
PCC Secretary Mrs Janet Moyse 527717
PCC Treasurer Mrs Ann Mace
Gift Aid Secretary Mrs Janet Lee 710533
Planned Giving Mrs Janet Lee 710533
Youth & Children's Minister ~ Miss Alex Morris 07947842400
Church Cleaning Mrs Lyndsey Wilson 517648
Church Flowers Mrs Celia Hurn 01202 027031
Electoral Roll
Flag Officer/Groundsman Mr Adrian James 07779613052
Intercession Readers
Lost Property Ms Angie Cornish 520052
First Friends Pre-School Dani Haigh (Manager) St.Saviours 07826 040775
Magazine Editor Revd Diana Newman 745136
Archivist Mrs Carol Medlicott 01425672899
S.Mark's Sch.Head Teacher =~ Mr. Andrew Bright 512241
Uniformed Groups: (see inside magazine)
Visitors Group
Bible Reading Fellowship Mr Trevor Adamson 518737

St _<_m1m Church
nw/\ /Pf%@. mw

¢<=: St. Saviours, Scott Rd

_um_,_m: ;mumN_zm mon
December 2021 January 2022
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CHRISTMAS WORD SEARCH

All the words listed below have some connection sﬁv 952-
mas. H.Sn them on the grid; °

Every letter except X should be used at mea

Once.

ASK FUN :2

BED TOP BABY

BOY EATS POEM
GOD GOLD SACK

HAT MAIL CHEER
ICE NUTS FEAST
GILT TOYS HOLLY
GIRL FRUIT STORY

LOGS GOOSE JOSEPH
OPEN TABLE ORANGE
TUNE CALENDAR WREATH
YULE GREETINGS PANTOMIME
TRADFE

FAMILY

THRILL

WISE MEN

Wi SEMENXYGI! RLHUX
RHATXPLOGSASYOT
EXCENOTPOTHR ) L L
ASKLREOCSFAM| LY
TRADEMSHL!I AMOYE
HSGNITEERGXP XOK
|l CEATPPERXOABXR
VPRCHAHROPENANDU
J\:rmx.,_.nmrm)._.m_._..
FCRADNELACBOYBX
YDPRYLRLSALPMGOD
SRX I TEYRUUTIURF
TTALBROBDSSMXAE
OHCMI LADBEDEWN A
Dwﬂ)mm“ﬁxoxo.ﬂmm
YNUFXNHSTUNEOET
XDLOG! LTESOOGF A

Fyys

cup
GIFTS
ROBIN
CANDLE
TURKEY

LORD
CAROL
PUDDING
SHEPHERDS

TEA
CRIB

JESUS

LIGHT

RED RIBBON
SANTA CLAUS

FUR

Joy

POP
BELL
BULB
HAIL
SNOW
STAR
TREE

ACTS
FOOD
MARY
ROOM
PARTY
PRESENTS

3

Fromthe Editor Aslam having an eye operation I have started

this magazine a little sooner in case I have difficulty doing close up
work, it also means I haven’t been able to take some of the services I
was down to do on the rota, but hopefully things will be back to
normal very soon. I am hoping you will all make an effort to send in
your articles to me as soon as possible to
diananewman36@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

12t December Christingle

19th December 10.30 am Crib Service

6.00 pm Candlelit Carols
24tk December 11.30 pm Communion

25tk December Christmas Day

9.00 am Said Holy Communion

10.30 am Family Communion

Just as a Vicar began his Christmas Eve service, the electricity in
the church failed. The wardens found some candles and placed
them around the sanctuary. Then the Vicar re-entered the pulpit,
shuffled his notes, and muttered, "Now, where was 7"

A hopeful voice called out, "Right near the end!"
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DBF Chairman, Nigel Salisbury writes:

"In 2019 a group under the leadership of Bishop’s Council and
Finance Committee member Rosemary Cook, and with support from
other parish and Diocesan representatives, began a review of the Fairer
Share system with the intention of addressing some of the perceived
anomalies of the current system and looking at alternative approaches.
_____ The output of their report was shared

- & with Diocesan Synod in February 2020,
= & but with the start of the pandemic shortly
afterwards, it was felt the time wasn’t
N 1 " right to implement any major changes to
S S ] the system at that stage, and as you will
: . be aware parishes have been asked to
- pay their Share for both 2021 and 2022

based on the current mons:_m and their 2019 count numbers.

As we continue to address the financial consequences of lock-
down, and Covid generally, at both parish and Diocesan level, and
having published the budget and Share request for 2022, we are now
also launching a consultation on Fairer Share so that decisions can be
taken once the new Bishop is in place during 2022 for likely implemen-
tation in 2023."

The first stage of the consultation takes the form of a survey —
an online questionnaire.

We are asking each PCC to find time to discuss this either in a
regular meeting or by other means that works for you locally.

The survey will be sent soon to PCC Secretaries (with PCC Treasurers
and Incumbents copied for information) and it asks the PCC to think
about the core principles behind the three limbs of our current Fairer
Share system and whether or not PCCs still support them.

The closing date for PCC submissions and feedback is Sunday
30th January 2022. After this, we will prepare an update for Diocesan
Synod in February and take forward the next stages of consultation so
that we are ready to implement any changes in time for Share requests
for 2023,

St. Mark’s Parish Share will increase by S percent in 2022
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Christmas Prayer
Loving, Almighty God,

Thank you that You came into the darkness of this broken world on
that first Christmas night, pouring in your Light, in the person of your
Son, Jesus.

Lord, so much of our world seems dark, still. So many dreadful
things we can’t make sense of: the on-going pandemic, acts of
violence and injustice against good people — innocent people, child
poverty, employment problems, broken relationships ... so many
difficulties. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed.

Lord, help us to focus on you this Christmas. Open our eyes to see
your bigger, eternal picture. Help us to hear afresh the Good News
that nothing and no-one can ever extinguish your Light.

Jesus overcame the troubles of the world by His death and resurrec-
tion. Father may we re-connect with you, through Jesus, this Christ-
mas and know the Love, the Joy and the Peace, which are your

Christmas gifts to us, as we trust Him.

We pray in Jesus’ wonderful name, Amen.

By Daphne Kitching

We don'’t sing carols no more...
you 'ave to listen to 'em off me iPod!

© www.parishpump.co.uk

7
Facing both ways

January gets its name from the Roman god Janus, the god
of beginnings and transitions, of gates and doorways.

Traditionally Janus had two faces, one looking to the past
and one to the future. It reminds us that as we start a new year we
can look back to the past with gratitude and to the future with
expectation.

In his hymn, ‘How good is the God we adore’, Joseph Hart
(1712-1768) speaks about God as our faithful, unchangeable
friend and finishes with this beautiful thought: ‘We’ll praise Him
for all that is past, and trust Him for all that's to come.’ This seems
to be a good pasture to take as we enter 2022,

First, we can look back on the year that is gone and give
thanks for all the blessings that we have experienced. Thankful-
ness is really a choice. None of us will have had a perfect year, and
many of us will have had some dark days indeed, but if we look
carefully enough, we will see that there were also many wonder-
ful days and golden moments. Let’s choose to focus on those and
to acknowledge the work of God in our lives. For what are you
grateful as you look back to 2020?

Second, we can put our faith in God for all that is to come.
None of us know the future. We will have our hopes and our
dreams, and have made our plans for the year ahead, but no-one
can guarantee they will come to pass. There will be surprises for
sure, both good (we never expected that!) and bad (I didn’t see
that coming!). How wonderful then to have a God who knows the
future and in whose hands we are safe, no matter what comes to
pass. Let’s choose to place our trust in Him as 2022 unfolds.

What are you most looking forward to as you peer
ahead of you this year?
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A BIRD’S EYE VIEW _

I received as a present of a ticket for a Bird of
Prey Experience at Liberty’s Owl, Raptor and Reptile
Centre, Crow Lane, Ringwood, Hants. What a fan-
tastic day it was! ,

On arrival we had a good look around the |
various birds in the cages and then saw a
demonstration of owls and raptors flying in the open.

After the demonstration we were given a talk on handling and
looking after birds. I was amazed that all the birds are carefully
weighed to ensure they are within the correct weight range. On the
wall was a large blackboard with all the weight details. Also there
were weighing scales with perches. A small loss of weight could be
serious for the birds.

We went back to the demonstration field where we put on
protective gloves and handled a number of owls and raptors. The
birds would fly to me and feed from my hand — where this was not
suitable the food was put on a post for the bird to take. Quite often I
was brushed by their huge wings.

This was a really wonderful day out and thank you to everyone
at Liberty’s for all the work they put into it. OEN

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Salisbury Cathedral

Join a party of pilgrims to the Biblical lands of Israel and Palestine
between 19 and 28 April 2022.

Led by the Dean, Nick Papadopulos, who said

"We will stay in Galilee, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem, visiting may of
the holy sites associated with the ministry of Jesus, and hearing at

first-hand stories of the conflict that continues to grip the land of his
birth. "

The full itinerary and details of costs are set out online at A
Pilgrimage for Salisbury Cathedral 2022 — Lightline Pilgrimages; a
copy of the pilgrimage brochure is available from the Dean’ PA,
Cathryn Wright, during office hours (01722
555110; PAtotheDean@salcath.co.uk).

All are very welcome.,

9
Parish- News

It’s now 6 months since we started the Dementia Group and it's
growing rapidly. It helps many loved ones who are Carers, and those
struggling with dementia. Everyone is welcome to join us Our last
meeting of the year will be in the Lounge on Tuesday 16th November
and the group is also invited to join us at the Christmas Lunch on
Monday 13th of December in St Mark's Church Hall. In 2022 we hope
to restart in January on Tuesday 20th at 2pm. Come and join us every
3rd Tuesday of the month For more information phone Marion
01202520840

Christmas Lunch

Its with great pleasure that with the wonderful help of Greg Singleton
and his team, the Rotary Club, we are able to go ahead with the
Christmas Lunch. I know a lot of you have really missed these
monthly Lunches,

We are hopeful to continue the lunches in 2022 on a monthly basis.
A list will be at the back of Church but you must book and pay either
Marion or Janet, please spread the news around the Community.
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What a sparkling difference it made in church after some of our church
members and a cleaning team

AL ‘WW .%i.,n-.m .
i i (arranged and paid for by the Bat

Society) set to work. Please be sure
: to wipe your feet when you come to
church now! A big thank you to all
concerned.

% MEN’S BREAKFAST - Saturday
L 11t December at 9am in the
/| church hall. A time for the men in
church to come together, enjoying
a breakfast bap; Please sign the
sheet at the back of church. Call
Jonathan Williams on 7890335836

11

The Benefits of Religion

Everything, as St Paul notes, works together for good, for
those who love God; but sometimes I regret that I wasn’t myself
born into a Christian family. Both my parents and grandparents
were atheists, my father quite militantly so. Reluctantly - as with
CS Lewis and many others - I became persuaded that Christianity
was true when I was in my mid-Twenties, and I have been
following the path - the Way - of Christ ever since then.

And, I think, the good thing about being not born into a
Christian family, and having to find the Lord oneself (or more
exactly, be found by the Lord) is that one becomes hyper-aware
of how pointless, useless and hopeless atheism is. Indeed, quite
recently I had to attend a Humanist wedding service (I felt obliged
because it was a close friend’s son’s wedding). I was shocked at
how completely unoriginal it was: it was exactly like a Christian
service EXCEPT the missing bit that failed to mention God! Was
that the best they could do?

But more important than this, not many Christians seem to
know that in so many ways - outside of Biblical promises and
blessings - the religious path generally has so many benefits over
and above the obvious ‘supernatural’ or life after death compo-
nents of belief. Here are three for your delectation and delight.

Researcher, Dr. Stephen Joseph. From The University of
Warwick reported: "Religious people seem to have a greater
purpose in life, which is why they are happier. Looking at the
research evidence, it seems that those who celebrate the Christian
meaning of Christmas are on the whole likely to be happier."
Surely, good news?

Continued on page 8 .........
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